
	  
Global Alliance of Technological Universities – student competition 

Building the «Tower of Babylon» 
What on earth is sustainability? 

An interdisciplinary competition to enhance complex holistic thinking in a sustainable context. 
Coordinator: ETH Zurich, International Institutional Affairs 
© asb association switzerland 
 
«Context» 
We all share a living room, our Earth, which we help to shape, investigate and build. We are all 
comfortable in our own territory. We are happy to develop it, to discover new things, to achieve 
something unique and above all to understand it better. In the process of searching, discovering and 
creating we are all aware that no one can understand everything. To achieve global understanding 
we need to work together. We can place our area of specialty in a broader context by interacting 
and being inspired by others. This applies to people all over the world, globally as well as regionally 
and is unaffected by race, gender, education level, religion and politics. 
 
We are all facing a problem – our living room is running out of space. The last century has produced 
more natural disasters than ever before. And we are all aware that it can’t go on like this. Buildings 
for example still consume 45 % of the world’s energy and produce a high % of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and this is simply not good enough.   
 
What does a technology based solution to climate change mean to us and our society? How high do 
we want to aim? What does sustainability mean for our lives? Can we manage to organise 
ourselves, to unite our thinking and to use our creativity to reach a joint solution? 
 
«Aim» 
The «Tower of Babylon» competition sets itself apart from the concept of sustainability in today’s 
global context and is focusing on inspiration, networking and collaboration to achieve a symbol for a 
region, a country, a city and its technical university.  
 
«Student challenge» 
At seven universities across the different continents and encompassing different cultures, students 
are given the same task at the same time: to build a tower using only local materials, their know-
how and their hands. The focus will be on the development of creativity, inventiveness and 
competitive spirit. Let the thinkers of the next generation think! 
 
«PR» 
The participating student teams and their universities will be the focus of: 
interactive webpage (with all the info on teams, students, professors, research, progress, 
successes), a part of a documentary film series directed by the Swiss national television and local 
press publications in the respective countries of the competing student teams. 
 
For the accompanying film documentary series the object (the tower) is not the only point of interest, 
but also the process and the methods the students (architecture, engineering, applied science) use 
in order to realise their vision. The linkage of their thoughts, which will give success to the final 
result, and the perception formed and influenced by their culture will be appreciated and taken into 
consideration. The series will be in German and mainly covering the actions of the Swiss student 
team. 
 
«Participating universities» 
All partners of the Globaltech Alliance are invited to participate. The ETH is directing the competition 
in detail.  
 
«The role» of each university  
The university is asked to support the project in form and content, the small material budget of USD 
1000 $ and by its own network e.g. campus publications (bill- boards, magazine, mailings, etc.). The 
universities should also help their student teams with the realization of the project by providing back 
up facilities such as: assigning an overseeing professor and providing a site on the campus as well 
as the organization of a local launch party, providing image material for the local press and the 
project webpage and safety precautions if necessary. 
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«Local professor» 
The university is asked to assign a professor who will oversee the project during the entire period of 
time. He/She will be responsible for the students and act as the main contact person. The student 
team could come solely from his/her class or be integrated within a special «course». His/her name 
will be represented along with the student team and the university in all publications, documentary 
film and in the jury.  
The project idea can be integrated within the year’s programme or become a special separate 
assignment - depending on the university and its syllabus.  
The maximum duration of the preparation until the final building of the object is 3 months and each 
local professor can decide if they prefer to integrate the project idea within their syllabus or treat it 
as a stand-alone project. The latest starting time will be in May 2011. 
 
«Student team» 
Each team should consist of approximately 8-10 students. Their specialisation is essentially not a 
priority, however the team should consist of at least one architectural and/or civil engineering 
student and two other fields. 
 
«Timing» 
The preparation time for the project from the starting date until the building week will be a maximum 
of 3 months. The university decides how much time will be given to their students. The week after 
the 3-month period will be the actual construction week. At the latest one week after the 
construction week the students will have to send in the last set of deliverables. 
The week after the construction will also be used for the dismantling and recycling of the Babylon 
«object» tower. The creation of the event during the project process or afterwards will be organised 
by the university.  
The starting signal, announcement of all participating universities, construction week, completion 
day, completion of dismantling and the end dates of each project phase are obligatory events and 
are planned in advance with the guidance from ETH Zurich.  
 
«The jury» 
The jury consists of well-known professionals from various fields, encompassing architecture and 
engineering, but also environmental sciences, art, literature etc. Each participating university will 
have to appoint one jury member from their faculty. In addition to that a number of Jury members 
will be appointed by the project coordination from various fields. 
The judgment by the Jury members will be done online based on the concept work, image and video 
material provided by the different teams to the project coordination. The jury members will vote 
individually online during a phase of two weeks. There will be an interactive exchange between the 
judges over a videoconference before the two rating weeks and right afterwards. 
  
«Assessment criteria» 
There are several criteria, which the jury will use to assess the overall winner. These criteria will be 
predefined and will be made known to the teams by the end of the year 2010. For each criteria there 
are between 0 and 5 points to be awarded and the team with the most points will be the overall 
winner. 
 
«Prize» 
The overall winning team will be communicated in all press releases around the world and the will 
receive broad coverage and exposure in a design magazine, if possible. 
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Project Outline: 
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  1. made out of local materials or locally sourced materials  
2. the budget for materials should not exceed US 1000$, additional local materials cannot be donated by sponsors.  
4. deadline: «it» has to be built within the duration of one week. Before the actual construction week, materials can be 
organised and prepared on site. There will be a starting signal and countdown for the actual construction period.   

      
max. duration 3 months - timeframe free to decide (earliest start be January 2011 - latest 

start May 2011) 

  Each University   I. II. III. IV. 

organisation 
1st phase 

(philosophy) 2nd phase (design) 
3rd phase 

(construction) "Action" WEEK  

SET UP A TEAM: 

nominate professor  

 define student team 

discuss & define timing  

identify site on campus  

organise webcam 

 security precautions 
  

discuss and question  
the theme "Tower of 

Babylon" in the 
context of 

sustainablity in your 
region 

on the basis of the 
1st phase: design 
idea & conceptual 

materials, 
resources 

identification of 
materials and 
resources - 

acquisition of 
materials and local 

organisation  

the actual 
construction / 

installation  

       

SENT TO COORDINATOR:      

photo of chosen site 

6 images of team 
meeting 

6 images of team 
meeting 

6 images of team 
meeting 

4 images of 
building process, 2 
images of the final 

building 

photo of student team          

contacts of internal person 
in charge of PR 

notes of discussion: 
clear statement of 

max 600 signs  

sketches of 
concept  sketches of design  5 min film about 

the whole project 

name, picture and contact 
details of student team 

leader  
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The work will be broadcasted on the Internet. It will be possible to stay informed about 
every step of the progress of the project from survey through development and 
completion. The rules will be made public as well. At the end of the task a jury consisting 
of professionals of different fields will be invited to judge the towers according to a set of 
given criteria- there will be different prizes e.g the most creative, the most radical 
interpretation of the theme, the tallest, the best overall, etc. 

 
«Rights» 
All rights are reserved and are the full property of asb association in Switzerland and the Global 
Alliance of Technological Universities. 
All participants of the Building the «Tower of Babylon» project agree that asb association can 
produce and/or use all footage of their work at no cost. For this purpose, all participants will grant 
asb association or their designated production team reasonable access to their work across the 
whole project period. asb association will use the respective footage to produce audiovisual 
products which will be published (e.g. TV, DVD, print, press, internet etc.) asb association owns and 
manages all the Copyright from the Building the «Tower of Babylon» project.  
 
All parties except the participants that wish to publish e.g. audio, video or photo footage from this 
project need a written approval from asb association. In some cases, asb will ask for a fee. 
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«Risks» 
The asb association, ETH Zurich and the Globaltech coordination Office of the competition are all 
not liable for any accidents or damages. All universities participate on their own behalf. 
 
 
«artsciencebuilding (asb) association»  
The concept of the student competition «Tower of Babylon» is initiated by the asb association in 
Switzerland. The aim of the association is foremost to support and inspire young people towards a 
more interdisciplinary freedom of thought and thinking «outside the box». 
 
«Webpages»  
www.globaltechalliance.org 
www.artsciencebuilding.org 
www.towerofbabylon.org (online soon with info about the teams, progress, etc.) 
 
 
«Contact adresses» 
 
ETH Zürich International Institutional Affairs 
Rämistrasse 101 
8092 Zurich 
tel.: +41 44 632 31 94 
fax +41 44 632 11 11 
contact: Gabriela Blatter 
E-Mail: gabriela.blatter@sl.ethz.ch 
 
 
 
 

    

 

artsciencebuilding association 
Rue du Valentin 34 
1004 Lausanne 
tel.: +41 21 323 90 90 
fax +41 21 323 90 91 
contact: Stefanie Overbeck 
E-Mail: stefanie@zo2.ch 


